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Our Ref :
W97-0025

«Title» «First» «Surname»
«Position»
«Organisation»
«Postal_Address»
«POSTAL_SUBURB»   «STATE»   «Postcode»
Wednesday, 18 May 2005
Dear «Title» «Surname»
ALBANY 2014 RE-ENACTMENT – A Major Event

I am writing to you to seek an expression of interest from your country to participate in the following proposal.

The City of Albany was the first strategic European settlement to take place in Western Australia in 1826. Albany is nestled in between Mt.Clarence and Mt.Melville at the shores of the Princess Royal Harbour, with King George Sound (Western Australia’s best natural harbour) situated to the east.

Merchant and naval vessels from all nations regularly visit Albany to transport the export produce of the region and re-supply their ships’ stores for the next leg of their sea voyage. Albany and the Great Southern Region are a favourite amongst the sailors of the world as a ‘rest and recreation’ destination.

Background (in history)

From the publication ‘Albany – First Western Settlement – No.3 – A Town Grows’ authored by Irene Burgess :
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“In 1914 thirty-eight ships assembled in King George’s Sound to transport Australia’s first contingent overseas for service in World War I. Escorted by six warships, it was a never-to-be-forgotten scene as the great fleet moved slowly and majestically out of the Sound.”

A new millennium

In the Year 2000 (15 September), the opening year of a new millennium, the City of Sydney hosted the Summer Olympics and drew world attention to Australia. In the Year 2001, Australia celebrated 100 years of Federation between the States and the formation of the Commonwealth of Australia as a national identity.

The media coverage (international and domestic) associated with Albany Anzac 2014 will be extensive, and there are many opportunities to host ‘events’ as support material for world consumption to highlight the many environmental (political, economic, social and ecological) aspects of our society.

Albany 2014 Re-enactment - the Event

The event is based on the re-enactment of the assembly and departure of the Australian contingent of military forces to the Middle East from King George Sound via those forty-two ships (which was Australia’s first major military commitment as a nation).

The event will coincide with Anzac Day (25 April 2014 - and the Albany Festival), and the fleet will be represented by a gathering of maritime vessels (new and old, merchant and military) from around the world, with as much representation from as many different countries as possible.

The event itself is intended to have the following meaning :

· Honour – to honour those who have made the supreme sacrifice for Australia and world peace

· Reflection – entering a new millennium, to take stock of the commitment to world peace

· Multi-national – international cooperation from the world’s economic and political powers to world peace.

Promotion

The event will attract extensive interest through the involvement of a multi-national maritime fleet (and associated military personnel), and its presentation in multi-media format to the world (television, film, video, internet, etc.).

As a commercial event, it will require commitment, funding and logistical support from :

· Business Community

· Corporate Sponsors

· Local Government

· State Government

· Commonwealth Government

· International Governments.

Secondary developments

The Port of Albany is a major infrastructure component of the Great Southern economy. As a maritime event, the re-enactment will highlight the function of the Port in the region, and lead to world identification of the potential the Port has as a gateway to Western Australia and Australia, and lead to further economic development.

Specifically, the Development Committee has focussed at this time on the Re-enactment Event, but discussion has also been given to the potential for :

· An international Military Tattoo

· An international Airshow

· A Combined Forces Military Exercise in the Great Southern Region.

Where to from here

The project has been endorsed by the Albany City Council, and presented to the State Government of Western Australia and the Federal Government of the Commonwealth of Australia in concept form for consideration, with an exceptional level of positive response to date.

There is a ten-year planning time for the event, and we are now seeking an informal expression of interest to participate in any or all of the listed activities. In your expression of interest, we would ask you to provide relevant personnel contact details, and identify potential interest groups (eg. military, civilian and commercial).

Albany is an historic port, and we are particularly keen to attract a large contingency of Tall Ships, merchant marine and military vessels to expose the event. There s potential room for about 45 military / merchant ships in King George Sound, and 20 tall ships in Princess Royal Harbour.

I trust this information is useful, and if you require further assistance please call.

Yours faithfully,

SMITHSON PLANNING

NEIL R. SMITHSON

Convenor, Development Committee
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